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Nsibidi: A lost script

Nsibidi is a writing script dating back to [ 5*-'-"Asfm%;:*;:f"‘ifx Nsibidi's first use dates back to 400 A.D.

the 5th century A.D. Used primarily in | with the Ejagham (Ekoi) people of

Fastern Nigeria and Western Cameroon Southeastefﬁ Nigeria. The script was also
in an Area known as the Cross River hx F used by various other md|genous tr|be5

region of Africa. (B il in the Cross River region. |

Ekoi Mask- Note the inclusion of complex, flowing shapes- similar to the flowing sha ,Oes Y =
present in the Nsibidi script.
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Nsibidi utilizes an ideographic script, although ur_ifw 5iaLH+mE$.§G@E. Nsibidi was used prlmar|ly durlng the 4th-15th Century

some logographic elements are also present P ®D G =T=-¥eq] A.D., but experienced a decline during the 1400s

throughout. Although different regions spoke V}20te o0 A4 fn &y 4 when Europe began to colonize Africa. Portuguese
ollif t , th | able to deciph AR S FOR DRINC AND MeAT . : . .

I IS IEBEIETES, ES7Ere el el oo SiEepney R — missionaries thought the script was too difficult to
Nsibidi. The symbols are arranged in groupings in TREK, JOURNEY, VOYAGE, TRACKS | | |

lieu of the linear scripts most are used to. The V=A% D ¢ ¥ decipher and did not put in the effort to attempt to
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learn. The script then began its decline into obscurity
and was not heard of again until a few centuries later.

writing also did not follow any sort of pattern and
was most often based on the convenience of the
writer and their stylistic choices.

General Use Resurgence

Nsibidi employed the yse of multiple forms of Nsibidi was largely untouched and unheard of in the modern world

communication. The most common use of the 71 example of ikpe. Note the until the 2018 film Black Panther. The movie brought a new resurgence
. groupings used to portray a of interest in Nsibidi because Wakandan, the language and writing

writing script was for the making of Ikpe, which complex story. system used in the movie, was heavily influenced by Nsibidi.
were more complete groupings of symbols that LA
told more complete stories of an event. |kpe was
also used for other civic matters like civil disputes. |8

Wakandan alphabet used b XX ALK > T3 B M
in the movie Black Panther. |
Note the similarities to 0
Nsibid|. TA hh > oY
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