Banksy and Street Art

Figures 1 and 2 below are pictures of graffiti installations by street artist Banksy. These graffiti
self-reflexively play on their ambiguous place between insurrection and commodification as
art. Fig. 1 on the left comments on the nature of art as commodity by ironically referencing
the process of framing done by galleries and private collectors to add value to a piece—
something patently impossible for a work drawn on a wal. In Fig 2 on the right, Banksy’s
graffiti confronts the authorities with a catch 22: his remark implies that if graffiti is
permitted, it will not change anything, but that whenever it is branded as illegal, this is a
mark of its ability to bring about change. Thus, his work is validated precisely by being
outlawed.
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