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'Timeline of Japanese
Writing System

Importation of Chinese
Characters

Chinese characters were first
introduced in Japan. These were used
to read and write in Chinese, not
Japanese

Development of Man'yogana

Chinese symbols were appropriated for
Japanese writing and were read,
phonetically, in Japanese

Development of Hiragana

Japanese characters used to
represent nouns, verbs, adverbs,
adjectives, particles, and other,

non-

Development of Katakana

Japanese characters used to
represent newer words, foreign
words, onomatopoeia, and emphasis




