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Zayin Waw He Dalath Gimel Beth Aleph
Weapon Hook Window Door Camel House Ox

N M L K Y T H
Nun Mem Lamedh Kaph Yodh Teth Heth
Fish Water Ox-Goad PalmofHand Hand Unknown Fence
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Taw Shin Resh Qoph Sadhe Peh Ayin Samekh
Mark  Tooth Head Monkey Fishhook Mouth Eye Support

The Phoenician Alphabet ~ 1250 BC

Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, Epsilon, Zeta, Eta, Theta, lota, Kappa, Lambda, Mu, Nu, Xi, Omicron, Pi, Rho, Sigma,

Tau, Upsilon, Phi, Chi, Psi, Omega
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Minuscule Alphabet

An innovation from the Byzantine times was the minuscule
alphabet, or lowercase letters. In ancient Greek times, Greek
was written entirely in capital letters and it was also difficult
to read for the lack of word spacing, punctuation and
capitalization. Initially, the development of the minuscule
letters was due to the experimentation in letter shapes, it
would lead to the development of two alphabets: capitals
and minuscules. The capitals were used for titles or marginal
comments, but the capitalization and lowercasing of
sentences and of proper names within a text did not occur
until modern times. Nonetheless, the incorporation of the
minuscule alphabet made learning the script slightly easier.
Moreover, it was just a simple experimentation of letter
shapes that would later become a step in the direction of
grammar.
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Boustrophedon

“tun like an ox (while ploughing)”™
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Boustrophédon

As the Greek script took off and spread along the trading
routes, new innovations came to fruition. During this
time, the Greeks had been experimenting with the
direction of writing. Some people wrote from right to left,
while others wrote from left to right. Another way was
bidirectional writing, also known as boustrophédon.
Boustrophédon is Greek for “to turn like oxen.” This
method is writing alternate lines in opposite directions.
So, one line goes from left to right and the next from
right to left. For many years, the Greeks had been
experimenting with a variety of directional writing to see
which one they preferred. Eventually, left to right became
the preferred method.
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