PHOENICIAN

TRADE

The Spread of Culture and Commerce through

the Mediterranean
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to spread

It is universally recognized that Greek script evolved from Phoenician
writing, although how it was transferred has not reached global consensus.

The characters symbols, sequence, and names are far too similar for there to be

any other parent system.
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One current theory is that the Greek’s likely picked up the Phoenician writing " NaUTe a

system via Eubean Merchants through commercial trade in Cyprus. The ] S¥8tiEd

purpose of these merchants picking up the language was most likely

commercial, however, the idea to use Phoenician for Greek verses occurred
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almost immediately following the adoption of the script.

1600-1200 BC
The first writing system, Linear B was
in use, there is no relation between
Linear B and the Greek alphabet

was in use during this time

480 BC-325 BC

The emergence of Greek intellectual
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Homer composes the Odyssey and the

Athens unifies all of the different versions of’
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the script under one, standardized script, the

The Dark Age, no script Illiad, possihly due to the introduction

ionic script

of writing into Greek culture

THE GREEK ALPHABET

Phoenician model
Southern "green"
Western "red"
"light blue"
"dark blue"

Eastern

Classic lonian
Modern alphabet

Sound in Ancient Greek

writing system in Ancient Greece

The Development
The Journey to a standardized
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FROM TRADE RECEIPTS TO EPIC POETRY

WHY ADD VOWELS?

The development of the Greek script is important to the system of writing as a whole, as it was the first system to represent every
spoken sound in a word. However, as it was the first system to do this, it is important to examine why the Greeks felt it was necessary
for this system to represent each of the sounds in their words. One explanation is that much of Greek poetry was compolge.d in dactylic

hexameter, a complicated method which relies heavily on pronunciation, therefore, it makes sense that each of the sounds in their

language needed to be represented. With a fully voweled alphabet, the Greeks ensured that their poetry would live on in its intended .
It is interesting to consider that many scripts prior to the Greek Alphabet took a long time to switch over from use specifically for
economic record keeping to more creative purposes, some never even made it to creative use. Phoenician in particular was never used
past trade receipt purposes, however, the scripts that it inspired and their child systems where certainly used far beyond record
keeping.

The Greek Script brought the use of writing from being a tool secluded to certain portions of society where it would be useful for
record keeping, and used it to write down the thoughts and feelings of some of the greatest classic philosophers, poets, and thinkers

of ancient civilization. The addition of vowels into their script made this possible,
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